SOUTHERN AFRICAN
LEADERS COALITION

Urgent Joint Statement Against Arbitrary Detention

Issued by the Southern African Leaders Coalition for Faith, Freedom and
Justice (SALC-FFJ)

We, the undersigned members representing a broad alliance of religious leaders, traditional
fraternity, community leaders, legal professionals, human rights advocates, and civil society
representatives from across Southern Africa, stand united in defense of human dignity,
justice, the rule of law, and religious freedom.

We are deeply concerned by the ongoing targeted persecution and continued pre-trial
detention of Chairman Man Hee Lee the 95-year-old founder and leader of the Shincheoniji
Church of Jesus in the Republic of Korea.

This case raises profound concerns regarding due process, the presumption of innocence,
proportionality in the use of pre-trial detention, and the protection of freedom of religion. As
documented in legal analyses and commentary, including those of scholar Massimo
Introvigne, Chairman Lee has cooperated with the judicial process, yet continues to remain in
detention despite his advanced age and deteriorating health. Continued detention of a frail
95-year-old religious leader is unduly harsh and may place his health, dignity, and overall
well-being at significant risk.

This situation raises serious concerns under internationally recognised human rights
standards, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, particularly freedom from
discrimination (Article 2), protection from arbitrary arrest and detention (Article 9), the right to
a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal (Article 10), protection
against arbitrary interference with privacy, family, reputation, and honour (Article 12), and
freedom of thought, conscience, and religion (Article 18).

It likewise raises concerns under the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights,
including respect for human dignity (Article 5), freedom from arbitrary arrest and detention
(Article 6), the right to a fair trial (Article 7), and freedom of conscience and religion (Article
8).

Furthermore, the continued detention appears inconsistent with the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), a legally binding treaty to which the Republic of Korea
is a State Party. In particular, it contravenes provisions stating that pre-trial detention should
not be the general rule (Article 9(3)), that all persons deprived of their liberty be treated with
humanity and respect for their inherent dignity (Article 10), and that everyone charged with a
criminal offence shall have the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to
law (Article 14(2)).

The continued detention also appears inconsistent with the principles reflected in the United
Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela
Rules), which emphasise the humane treatment and dignity of all persons deprived of their
liberty.
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As leaders from a region whose own history bears the scars of injustice, arbitrary detention,
and the denial of fundamental freedoms, we cannot remain silent when these same principles
are called into question elsewhere. Human rights are universal, indivisible, and deserving of
equal protection regardless of nationality or religious affiliation.

We therefore urgently call upon African human rights institutions, the Parliaments in
Southern Africa, respective International Relations government departments in
Southern Africa, international partners, and governments to take the following actions:

1. Engage urgently with the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, requesting
that it examine the continued detention of Chairman Man Hee Lee.

2. Call upon the Republic of Korea to immediately consider appropriate alternatives to
continued pre-trial detention, including bail or house arrest, in light of Chairman Lee’s
advanced age, health vulnerabilities, and internationally recognised standards.

3. Urge the Republic of Korea to expedite judicial proceedings while fully safeguarding fair
trial guarantees.

4. Issue public statements and diplomatic communications encouraging full compliance with
the Republic of Korea’s obligations under the ICCPR and internationally recognised human
rights standards.

5. Request the Governments of Southern Africa, through their respective Departments of
International Relations, to formally raise these humanitarian and due process concerns with
the Government of the Republic of Korea.

We stand ready to support all lawful and good-faith efforts that advance justice, due process,
freedom of religion, and the humane treatment of all persons. We will continue to monitor
developments closely and work alongside national, regional, and international partners to
promote accountability and the protection of fundamental human rights.

Silence in the face of injustice is not an option.

Issued on 11 July 2026
Southern African Leaders Coalition for Faith, Freedom and Justice (SALC-FFJ)

Contact

Magdalene Govender, Established Africa, Co-Founder of SALC-FFJ
+27 61 021 2147
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Endorsed by:

Roy Van Rooyen Democratic Alliance, Idas
Valley Ward Councillor, South Africa
(Co-Founder)

Leticia Petersen, Founder of Kingdom
development Projects, South Africa
(Co-Founder)

Reverend Barnabas George Manongwa,
Denomination leader, National Apostolic Faith
Mission Name of Holy Ghost, Zimbabwe
(Co-Founder)

Sifiso Nkosinathi Dlamini, Founder and Apostle,
International Jesus Ministries, South Africa
(Co-Founder)

Magdalene Govender, Managing Editor,
Established Africa, South Africa (Co-Founder)
Ernest Kaurumbua Hewicke, Apostle, God of
Great Commission Ministry, Namibia
(Co-Founder)

Mjabuliswa Cele, Pastor, Full Gospel Regional
overseer, Founder of Edwaleni Full Gospel,
South Africa (Co-Founder)

Nero Simbine, Branch Head Pastor,
Assembleia de Deus International, Mozambique
Américo Ernesto Mamucole, Head Pastor,
Igreja Assembleia de Deus Emanuel,
Mozambique (Co-Founder)

Gabriel Amos Chissano, Head Pastor, Greja
Esperanca, Ministério Evangélico Voz da
Verdade, Mozambique (Co-Founder)

Lenny Moodley, Malabar Ward Councillor,
Democratic Alliance, South Africa

Thulani Kunju, Councillor, ANC, South Africa
Zanele Mtshali, Director, Sikhona Organisation
of the Hopeless, South Africa

Nokulunga Malinga, Director, Deep Ink, South
Africa

Nonhlanhla G. Ndlovu, Founder, Sisiza
Nothando, South Africa

Nhlanhla Mntambo, Founder and Chairperson,
Sinothando Group, South Africa

Fidelis Ngwenyama, Apostle, The Blood of
Jesus Christ Ministries, Zimbabwe

Nerissa Machaya , Pastor, Calvary Love
Ministry of all Nations, Zimbabwe

Charles Chumbu, Pastor, Time of Hope
Ministries, Zimbabwe

Privilege Phiri, Pastor, Virtuos Women
International Ministries, Zimbabwe

Moses Chidimba, Pastor, Rugare Apostolic
Fellowship Church, Zimbabwe

Cosmas Marange, Pastor, Rugare Apostolic
Fellowship Church, Zimbabwe

Usieline Tjindjumba , Bishop, St Simon Roman
Prophet Church , Namibia

Wilka Shatiwa, Pastor, Little Mountain, Namibia
Anna Presence, Head Pastor, Die fontein van
Sitem se Vallei, South Africa

Kiddo Presence, Junior Pastor, Die fontein van
Sitem se Vallei, South Africa

Tsala Muriya, Head Pastor, Amazing Grace
International Church, South Africa

Witness Adonis, Full Gospel Church in SA,
Head Pastor, South Africa

Oupa Aron Jele, Bishop, Last Trumpet
Ministries, South Africa

Jeffrey Makamu, Apostle, Divine Grace Ministry,
South Africa

Simon Senokoane, Bishop, Life Giving
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Ministries, South Africa

Menza Sibuyi, Pastor, Church of Fire, South
Africa

Isaac Nyampose, Pastor, The Pure
International Gospel Fire, South Africa

Sipho Columbus Radebe, Head Pastor,
Ebuhlenibezulu Church, South Africa
Bhekithemba Madlala, Head Pastor, Almighty
Kingdom Citizen, South Africa

Thembinkosi Daniel Khumalo, Junior Pastor,
Christ Church, South Africa

Samkelo Blessing Mthethwa, Senior Pastor,
Love of God International Church, South Africa
Philisile Anna-Maria Zuma, Junior Pastor,
Apostolic Faith Mission Ntuzuma Faith Centre,
South Africa

Happiness Delisile Ngonyama, Junior Pastor,
Potters House, South Africa

Nomasonto Agnes Leach, Junior Pastor,
Christian Morning Star Zion Church, South
Africa

Nonhlanhla Mkhize, Junior Pastor, Ithemba
Lokukhanya Okusha, South Africa

Bilewane Mtema Sale, Junior Pastor, The Key
Ministries International ,South Africa
Nomvaleliso Method Mathe, Junior Pastor,
Emseni Zion Church, South Africa

Bongekile Millicent Khumalo, Junior Pastor,
Entabeni Prayer Ministry, South Africa
Thulubheke Hovina Mathe, Junior Pastor, New
Founders of God Church, South Africa

Phiwa Zubuko, Junior Pastor, Emseni Zion
Church, South Africa

Celani David Mabuza, Junior Pastor, Emseni
Zion Church, South Africa

Elmon B Masuku, Junior Pastor, Emseni Zion
Church, South Africa

Themba Alex Mtshali, Junior Pastor, Emseni
Zion Church, South Africa

Nokuthula Faith Zwane, Senior Pastor, Zion of
Africa, South Africa

Daniel Fanyana Nxumalo, Junior Pastor,
Emseni Zion Church, South Africa

Puleng Mkentane, Pastor, New Jesus Apostolic
Church in Zion, South Africa

Anthia Ndyenga, Pastor, Heal our Land, South
Africa

David Peni, Pastor, Doorway Bible Based
Church, South Africa

Nomfundo Peni, Pastor, Doorway Bible Based
Church, South Africa

Tsotang Gerald Letsie, Maranatha Christian
Center Wolseley, Pastor, South Africa

Freddy Siphorongo, Pastor, Christian
Fellowship Centre, South Africa

Rodney Boysen Maimele, Pastor, Ebenezer
Church, South Africa

Joel Goje Nkwagatsi, Pastor, Kingdom
Movement Internations, South Africa

Fanie Phanuel Shandlale, Bishop, New Hope
Church, South Africa

Bishop Mmviseni Mavis Tshikovhi, Bishop,
Ngwenani Christian Fellowship, South Africa
Joel Goje Nkwagatsi, Pastor, Kingdom
Movement International, South Africa

Milile Mvandaba, Pastor, Church of Christ,
South Africa

Mphuthumi Fudumele, Pastor, Thina Sidunisa
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uYesu Ministry, South Africa

Lungiswa Fudumele, Pastor, Thina Sidunisa
uYesu Ministry, South Africa

Deliwe Queeny Mfihlo, Pastor, Amen Apostolic
Church in Zion, South Africa

Jacob Ndoro, Archbishop, The Voicelight
Church in Zion, South Africa

Clara Nontombi Mdyogolo, Pastor, Christ of
Intelligent Ministry, South Africa

Dikeledi Christina Mokoena, Senior Pastor,
Victory Fellowships, South Africa.

Makuliwe Thomas Nzweni, Bishop, AGAPE
Church, South Africa

Djani Dominikus, Branch Head Pastor, All
Village Nation Church, Namibia

Sérgio Francisco Mahanuque, Head Pastor,
Ministério Profetico de Restauragao,
Mozambique

Christian Lesolang, Senior Pastor, FAITH in the
Word Ministries, South Africa

Hilma Nghidinga, Junior Pastor, Life Changing
International Ministry, Namibia

Nceba Mkhatshane, Pastor, Church of Christ,
South Africa

Luvuyo James Ntshongwana, Pastor, Church of
Christ, South Africa

Clemence Kangetsambo, Pastor, Truthful
Worshippers, South Africa

Reed Kasambala, Pastor, Power of Faith
Ministry, South Africa

Sandra Erasmus, Pastor, EL-Betel House of
Bread, South Africa

Geraldo Klaaste, Pastor, Apostolic Church
International Ministries, South Africa

Lumka Malima, Pastor, Maranatha Family
Church, South Africa

Sibusiso Cebekhulu, Pastor, God's Glory Global
Church, South Africa

Nicolette Carolus, Pastor, Christ Community
Church (Koinonia), South Africa

Patrick Pienaar, Pastor, Grace Revolution
Ministries, South Africa

Lucas Ngomane, Pastor, House of Refuge,
South Africa

Shirley Brown, Head Pastor, Disciples of All,
South Africa

Kinthe Claude Sambey, Pastor, Acacia Wood,
South Africa

Sivuyile Mtshengu, Head Pastor, Pentecostal
Protestant Church, South Africa

Caroline Carelse, Head Pastor, Hervormende
Pinkster, South Africa

Pietie Carelse, Head Pastor, Hervormende
Pinkster, South Africa

Gert Nobangela, Pastor, Efata International
Ministries, South Africa

Anthony Pietersen, Head Pastor, St. Michael
and the Angels Anglican Church, South Africa
Alfred Dyani, Head Pastor, United Saints of
God, South Africa

Mpumelelo Klaas, Head Pastor, House of
Prayer Christian Church, South Africa

Prof. Lee-Shae Salma Scharnick-Udemans,
Senior Researcher, Desmond Tutu Centre for
Religion and Social Justice University of the
Western Cape, South Africa
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